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world’s ships—in fact, by all of us involved in 
shipping. The waters are not uncharted, the 
course is known, the destination is clear. It 
is up to us to conduct the voyage in such a 
way that our objective of maximum safety is 
in fact realized. 
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TO HONOR THE TWENTIETH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE BAYWOLF 
RESTAURANT 

HON. RONALD V. DELLUMS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. DELLUMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the 20th anniversary of the 
BayWolf Restaurant, a vital and vibrant part of 
our Oakland and East Bay community. 

On any given night, a winemaker whose 
wine appears on the list, the artist whose 
painting hangs on the wall, the graphic artist 
who designed the menu, the fish purveyor 
who provided the evening’s fish and the florist 
who arranged the flowers may all be dining in 
one of BayWolf Restaurant’s two intimate din-
ing rooms. Regulars and newcomers alike 
enjoy superb food, wine and a warmly inclu-
sive atmosphere in the handsome wood frame 
house on Oakland’s Piedmont Avenue. The 
creators of this scene are Michael Wild and 
Larry Goldman, childhood friends who, with 
Michael Phelps, opened BayWolf in 1975 as a 
means of making the shared values and pas-
sion for food of their community of artists, arti-
sans, academics and hippies, a way of life. 

Michael Wild was born in Paris, in 1940, to 
German and Russian Jewish refugees who re-
located to Hollywood when he was 7 years 
old. Even amidst wartime scarcity, Wild re-
members delicious food, and when presented 
with plenty, the family’s food got much better. 
While much of America was reaching into the 
freezer, the Wild’s special outings were to the 
San Fernando Valley in search of fresh eggs 
and produce from small farms for Sunday 
gatherings of Germans, Hungarians, and Rus-
sians. Good food was ‘‘The social glue for 
those Europeans,’’ he recalls, ‘‘Food was the 
main event.’’ When he met Goldman in 1953, 
there was instant affinity: his new friend car-
ried a bag of oranges, real food, rather than 
candy as a snack. 

During the sixties, Wild and Goldman re-
united in San Francisco and roomed together 
in the Haight Ashbury District While Goldman 
dropped out of dental school in favor of teach-
ing troubled teenagers and Wild taught world 
literature and English at San Francisco State 
University, their flat was the site for legendary, 
impromtu dinners shared by counter-culture 
friends. Wild was Chef, but everyone joined in 
the cooking and on weekdays the party moved 
to Napa to better take advantage of the local 
produce and wines. Members of this chosen 
family were discovering the satisfaction of 
doing something with their hands and the joy 
of doing it very well. Several dropped tradi-
tional careers to become craftsmen. Others 
continued academic careers, but, always, they 
cooked great food and drank well. 

By 1974, both Wild and Goldman had grown 
tired of teaching and decided to open the ideal 
restaurant: a restaurant that would provide 
nourishment for the soul and intellect as well 
as the body. Friends and family would pitch in, 
friends’ works would grace the walls, enhance 
the rooms and be the subject of discussion. 
Employees would be treated with respect. It 

would be a work of art and a business with 
heart. Thanks to ingenuity, hard work and 
luck, they were able to pull it off. After a long 
and plentiful Naming the Restaurant feast, 
Wild’s beloved Beowulf, Oakland native Jack 
London’s Seawolf, the Wolf Range (known as 
the Dragon of the kitchen) and San Francisco 
Bay metamorphosed into BayWolf. 

They acted as their own carpenters, se-
cured loans for kitchen equipment, and en-
joyed the warm support of fellow pioneers. 
Wild recalls Alice Water’s extraordinary gen-
erosity as she suggested suppliers, loaned 
and delivered equipment on a moments no-
tice, shared ideas and discoveries and pro-
vided luxuries. When he asked to borrow a 
truffle from the Chez Panisse kitchen for a 
special holiday dinner, he was presented with 
three, in Madera, in a wine glass, by then 
Chef Jeremiah Tower: ‘‘One for the cus-
tomers, a second in case the first isn’t enough 
and a third for you to enjoy when the eve-
ning’s finished.’’ 

After 2 exhausting years turning out the 
seasonally based Mediterranean dishes that 
had been part of his repertoire for years, Wild 
returned to Paris in 1977. He had spent sev-
eral years there as a student in the sixties, fa-
miliarizing himself with the markets and great 
little budget bistros. This time, his great uncle, 
a charming bon vivant and raconteur, treated 
the burgeoning chef to a tour of three star res-
taurants and the opportunity to observe friend 
Roger Verge’s kitchen. It was a revelation. He 
returned to BayWolf with a new dedication and 
the conviction that a restaurant could provide 
the worthiest and most fulfilling of lives. At this 
point, the extraordinary personable Mark 
McLeod joined BayWolf as maitre d’—a posi-
tion he still holds. 

Wild pursued his wine education with the 
same passion he devotes to cooking and is 
renowned for his wine cellar and his wine and 
food pairing skills. California’s best 
winemakers became his personal friends, just 
as fellow restaurants and artists had years be-
fore. 

Today, Wild, Goldman and Phelps take im-
mense satisfaction in the fact that 50 percent 
of their reservations are names they know 
well. They share hosting duties with McLeod 
and are in the restaurant daily. Wild collabo-
rates on menus with chef Joe Nouhan, over-
sees the wine list and acts as BayWolf’s am-
bassador to the food and wine world. Gold-
man oversees finances, works with designers 
and artists and is transported when everything 
works perfectly. Both are relaxed and happy 
when in the restaurant and say they genuinely 
enjoy coming to work. Seeing them in their 
restaurant one believes their proclamation that 
they can’t imagine a more satisfying way of 
life. 
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CHRIS ECKL RETIRING FROM TVA 

HON. TOM BEVILL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. BEVILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Chris Eckl who is retiring this week 
from the Tennessee Valley Authority. Chris’ 
retirement marks 23 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the people of the Tennessee Valley, in-
cluding many of my constituents in Alabama. 

Chris is a native of Florence, AL, and 
worked as a reporter for the Florence Times 
and the Associated Press after graduating 

from the University of Notre Dame. He started 
his career with TVA as the Nuclear Informa-
tion Officer and came to TVA’s Washington of-
fice in 1977. Since that time, Chris has been 
a chief spokesman for TVA’s appropriated pro-
grams, which include flood control, navigation, 
and stewardship of the Tennessee River, as 
well as the economic development programs, 
the Environmental Research Center and Land 
Between the Lakes. 

I have enjoyed working with Chris over the 
years and I appreciate his insight, wise coun-
sel and advice. 

Chris has been a loyal servant to TVA. His 
service, knowledge and enthusiasm will be 
greatly missed at TVA and on Capitol Hill. I 
wish him all the best in his future endeavors. 
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CAREERS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 19, 1995 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1617) to consoli-
date and reform work force development and 
literacy programs, and for other purposes: 

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Chairman, certain par-
ties have expressed concern about the labor 
market information or LMI section of H.R. 
1617, the CAREERS Act, which passed in this 
body last week. A concern is that the funding 
stream envisioned in this legislation to support 
the enhanced State and local LMI also sup-
ports the production of our national economic 
data including employment and unemployment 
statistics. 

I want to point out that this legislation clearly 
authorizes continued access to the traditional 
source of funds for national and subnational 
labor market information. Of course, the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics will have to continue 
to justify funding levels through the 
approporations process, including its request 
for non-trust fund money which is used to pre-
pare employment and unemployment statis-
tics. 
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TRIBUTE TO ELDON J. THOMPSON 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 1995 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 10, Eldon J. Thompson will be presented 
the 1995 Troy Distinguished Citizen Award by 
Leadership Troy of Troy, MI. 

Through his professional career and civic 
work, Mr. Thompson has exhibited an endur-
ing commitment to ensuring that the city of 
Troy continues as an exceptional place to live, 
work and raise families. Despite facing ex-
traordinary challenges as president of SOC 
Credit Union, Mr. Thompson has generously 
shared his time and talents with the commu-
nity. 

He serves on the Troy Planning Commis-
sion and the Troy Downtown Development Au-
thority. He is actively involved with Troy’s 
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